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A community science
project to monitor 
the health of wild

monarch butterflies

Project Monarch Health

White dot: 1-2 years of participation
 Blue dot: 3-10 years of participation 
(darker blue indicates more years)
Black dot: 11-12 years of participation

     Volunteers are essential to Project
Monarch Health and other large-scale
research projects on migratory animals.
Project Monarch Health participants span
all ages and skills including families,
retirees, K-12 students, and nature centers.
Volunteers get a free data kit and mail data
from monarchs in their area to scientists to
expand understanding about the parasite
OE in monarch butterflies.

Scientific publications based on
Project Monarch Health data:

GET IN TOUCH WITH US!
Visit our website

 monarchparasites.org 
Email

 monarchhealth@gmail.com 
Phone

 (706) 542-3485 
Instagram

Project Monarch Health

Facebook
Monarch Health

Youtube
Project Monarch Health

Mailing
 Dr. Sonia Altizer Odum

School of Ecology
University of Georgia

Athens, GA 30602

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Project Monarch Health

DonateWebsite
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This Monarch may appear healthy. . .

...but it could be infected
with Ophryocystis

elektroscirrha (OE), a
parasite that infects

monarch butterflies.  

WORKING TOGETHER, volunteers and
scientists monitor changes in monarch
disease over time and identify factors

that affect butterfly health.

SCIENTISTS     • Analyze samples • Share data witheach volunteer and produce an annualreport • Write scientific papers usingvolunteer data to advance ecologicalknowledge and monarch conservation 

VOLUNTEERS: 

• Collect parasite data by sampling wild

monarchs • Send samples to the

University of Georgia for analysis • Ask

questions and share observations with

scientists • Spread the word!

We will inspect your
samples for parasites at the
University of Georgia and
share the results with you!

Monarchs infected with OE can have
millions of parasite spores (called oocysts,

left) on the outside of their bodies.
Infected monarchs fly less well and live

shorter than healthy monarchs. In severe
cases, they become stuck in the chrysalis.
Caterpillars become infected when they
eat a milkweed leaf or egg contaminated

with parasite spores .

This collaboration has led
to important discoveries,

such as how long-distance
migration helps to lower

parasite infection and keep
monarchs healthy. 

TESTING FOR PARASITES

IN 3 STEPS
Request a free sampling kit at

monarchhealth@gmail.com

Hold the
butterfly
with the
wings shut.

1.

2. To sample for
parasite spores,
tape the underside
of the monarch’s
abdomen with a
clear sticker.

3. Place the sticker
onto an index
card. Note date,
sex, and site on the
datasheet. Mail it
to us for analysis.


